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New Dog Coat 

From an Old Jacket 

created by Diana Durkes

Does your canine friend 

need protection from the 

cold? Transform an old 

jacket into a new dog coat!  

• Dog coat pattern and guide (see below)  

• Recycled jacket, such as a warm-up jacket, fleece-

lined windbreaker, or a quilted jacket (or new 

fleece, quilted cotton, or wool fabric) 

• Heavy-duty hook-and-loop tape 

• Straight pins 

• No-sew adhesive, such as HeatnBond (for optional 

appliqué) 

Keep your best friend cozy and stylish when she’s out in the 

elements with this tutorial and resizable pattern for a dog coat. 

For the raw materials, you can tap into the never-ending 

supply of jackets in thrift stores and yard sales. Or consider 

making the dog coat from a favorite in your closet that’s been 

outgrown or showing its wear. You’ll keep it all in the family 

with one more member to receive a hand-me-down. 

• Dog Coat Pattern and Instructions:        

http://www.finedivingchicago.com/wp-content/

uploads/2009/07/dog-coat-pattern.pdf 

• Additional pattern information:        

http://www.finedivingchicago.com/?p=1525 



step three 

 Depending on the size of your recycled coat and the pat-
tern, you may be able to cut the coat in one piece. If the 
pattern is too big or the jacket too small, you may need to 
cut the underbelly straps separately. If this is the case, 
you’ll want to sew them onto the main body at this point. 
With right sides of the fabric together, remember to sew the 
straps to the outer shell in one step, then the lining tabs in a 
second step. 
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step one 

 Follow the instructions in the downloaded guide to draft a 
pattern for your dog. 

 
 If you have an existing dog coat that fits the dog nicely, you 

can use it to make a pattern by tracing it on newspaper. 
Remember to add ½” seam allowance all around before 
cutting.  

 

step two 

 Lay the pattern on top of the recycled jacket and play with its 
placement. Here’s where you can decide to incorporate a 
decal, the zipper, or maybe a pocket from the recycled coat 
in the design of your dog coat.  

 
 Disassemble the jacket as needed so it lays flat. You may 

need to cut open the side seams and cut off the sleeves. 
 
 Pin the dog coat pattern to the recycled jacket. 
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step four: option 1 

There are two options for finishing the coat’s edges: 
 Option 1: Sew a hem. This is especially easy if you’ve 

chosen to make the coat from a ripstop nylon jacket with a 
fleece lining, because these fabrics make clean-cut edges. 

  
 Turn under the coat edge, pinning as you go. 
 
 Stitch the hem in place by machine.  
 

step five 

 Using your sewing machine, sew the looped pieces of hook-
and-loop tape to the neck and underbelly straps of the coat. 

 
 Try the coat on your dog to determine the best placement for 

the hooked pieces. When you’ve got a snug fit, mark each 
spot with a pencil. 

 
 Stitch the hooked pieces of hook-and-loop tape in place. 
 
 Put the dog coat on once more, admire your dog and your 

handiwork, or vice versa, and take them both out for a prance 
around the block. 

step four: option 2 

 Option 2: Finish the edges with a bias binding. In this more 
advanced method, a long strip of fabric is sewn on the 
coat’s edge to encase it, much like the bound edges of an 
area rug.  

 
 Cut strips from the leftover jacket fabric or purchase a 

package of bias binding or ribbon trim from the craft store. 
 
 With a ¼” seam allowance, sew one edge of the strip to the 

raw edge of the coat using a sewing machine. 
 
 Fold the strip up and over to encase the raw edge; pin. 
 
 Stitch the hem in place. 
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step nine 

 For dogs that are into social media, like my friend Reese, a 
coat can be a great means for a message.  

 
 To personalize your dog’s coat, choose a no-sew adhesive 

to fuse letters or an image you’ve cut from fabric scraps. 
 
 Follow the package directions to bond them to the coat. 
 
 

crafter bio 

Diane Durkes is a confessed curb and alley shopper who can’t 
resist dragging home a stray chair or table and giving it new 
life. She does a makeover number on each find and tells the 
before and after on her blog, Fine Diving in Chicago.  
http://www.finedivingchicago.com/  
 
Diana believes that in our big box culture, everyone at any 
stage of ability can make room for some individuality with a lit-
tle DIY and upcycling. She’s a contributor to Time Out Chicago 
and the Chicago Tribune and recently collaborated with her 
daughter, Kate, on the e-book, Secondhand Shabby: ten pro-
jects for remaking thrift finds.  
http://www.finedivingchicago.com/?page_id=6473  


