“Grab-It-and-Go” Wallet
This project was originally posted to the BERNINA Sewing Republic site

Kate Goodman

This is a great project to make with those left-over scraps from your latest handmade purse
pattern! The largest piece of fabric you will need only needs to measure 5” x 6”, or if you
want to start with fresh fabrics purchase the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

¼ yard or 1 fat quarter of light- to mid-weight cotton fabric for the main fabric
¼ yard or 1 fat quarter of light- to mid-weight cotton of coordinating fabric
¼ yard of 8–12-gauge vinyl
¼ yard of mid- to heavy-weight fusible interfacing
Decorative pearl snap or small velcro rounds
Key ring
1 spool of matching
tching thread

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Scissors or rotary cutter
Acrylic ruler
Straight pins
Turning tool or a wooden chopstick
1” bias tape maker
Snap pliers, press or other snap-fastening tool (if using pearl-snap closure)
Non-stick or Teflon®-coated foot (helpful, but not required)
Edge-stitch foot (helpful, but not required)

*Note: Wash and iron fabrics before cutting. Use ¼”-seam allowance throughout unless otherwise stated.
Seam allowance is included in pattern pieces.
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Cutting
1. From the main fabric:
Cut one piece measuring 5” x 6” for the
exterior of the wallet.
Cut one piece measuring 5” x 5” for one
pocket.

2. From the contrasting fabric:
Cut one piece measuring 5” x 6” for the
wallet lining.
Cut one piece measuring 5” x 6” for the
second pocket.
Cut one piece measuring 2” x 8” for the
bias binding and key ring tag.
Note: This piece does not have to be cut
on the bias of the fabric.

3. From the fusible interfacing:
Cut one piece measuring 4 ½” x 5 ½”.
Cut one piece measuring 4 ½” x 2 ¼”.
From the vinyl:
Cut one piece measuring 5” x 3 ¼”.
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Sewing
4. Attach the fusible interfacing to
the exterior fabric:
Center the larger piece of fusible
interfacing on the wrong side of the
exterior wallet piece, fusible side facing
down. Place a pressing cloth over the
interfacing and press according to the
manufacturer’s directions. Set aside.

5. Next, fold the pocket piece cut from
the main fabric in half lengthwise. Press
to mark center point. Place the smaller
piece of fusible interfacing on the wrong
side of the pocket piece, fusible side
facing down, lining up the fold line
and centering it on the sides. Place a
pressing cloth over the interfacing and
press according to the manufacturer’s
directions. Set aside.

6. Make and attach the bias binding:
Following the manufacturer’s directions,
pull the 2” x 8” strip of contrasting fabric
through the bias tape maker, pressing
with a steam iron to form the bias tape.
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7. Fold the strip in half again and press.

8. Next, cut off 3” of the bias tape. Edge
stitch along open edge. Now, trim this
piece to 1 ½” long and set aside.

9. With the remaining 5” of bias tape,
slip fabric over one end of the vinyl piece
lengthwise. A Teflon®-coated or non-stick
machine foot will make sewing on vinyl
much easier! If you don’t have one, you
may find it helpful to place a small piece
of tear-away stabilizer over the section of
the vinyl that will be sewn (the stabilizer
can be easily torn away when you are
finished).
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10. Edge stitch along the open edge of
the bias, attaching it to the vinyl.

11. Prepare the remaining pockets:
Fold the two pockets in half lengthwise,
and edge stitch along the folded edges.
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12. Baste pocket pieces to the body of
the wallet:
Align the unfinished edge of the vinyl along
one short edge of the exterior wallet piece,
right sides of both pieces facing up.
Baste ¹₈” away from the edges along the
sides and bottom of the vinyl pocket. Next,
fold the small strip of binding that was set
aside earlier in half. On righthand side, line
up with the binding on the vinyl pocket.
Baste into place.

13. Whew! We’re done with that sticky
vinyl, so you can switch back over to
your regular machine foot now!
Line up the remaining pockets as
shown:

14. Baste ¹₈” away from the raw edges
along sides and bottom.
15. Attach the exterior of the wallet
to the interior:
With pockets at the bottom and right
sides facing, stitch the wallet exterior
and interior together leaving a 2”
opening at the top for turning.
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16. Clip corners and trim any long threads.

17. Carefully turn the wallet right-sideout. Gently push the corners out with a
turning tool or chopstick.
Turn under fabric at opening by ¼”.
Press both sides of the wallet being
careful to avoid the vinyl pocket.

18. Finishing touches:
Beginning at the vinyl pocket, edge stitch
around the wallet flap, ending at the other
side of the pocket. (This will also close
the 2” opening that was left at the top.)
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19. Attach one side of the decorative
snap to the wallet flap and the remaining
snap to the smaller interior pocket only,
being careful not to catch any other
parts of the wallet.

20. Or, if using a velcro closure, handsew
one side of the velcro to the wallet flap
and the remaining side to the smaller
interior pocket, being careful not to catch
any other parts of the wallet.

21. Slip on key ring.
Press one last time for a nice, finished look.
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