
materials and tools  

Eye  Spy Bags 

created by Stacy Schlyer 

Keep the kids busy       

for hours with these  

portable eye spy bags. 

Perfect for little or big 

hands, this toy can be 

taken just about every-

where ð in the car,   

waiting rooms, or even 

restaurants.  Å 10ǌ x 10ǌ square of fleece or woven cotton fabric 

Å 4ǌ x 4ǌ square of clear vinyl  

Å 1 bag of Poly-Pellets* 

Å 15-20 assorted miniature toys and/or other items 

Å Matching thread 

Å Scissors 

Å Water-soluble marking pen or tailorôs chalk 

Å Ruler 

Å Hand-sewing needle 

* Fairfield Poly-Pellets can generally be found in craft and hobby                 

stores in the batting/stuffing aisle. If desired, Poly-Pellets can be           

replaced with rice or seeds. 

step one  

Prepare the Fabric 
Rectangular Bag 
Cut two 6İǌ x 8İǌ rectangles of fabric. 

 
Football-Shaped Bag 

Cut two pieces using the template on page 6. 
 



step five  

If necessary, trim the excess vinyl from the back of the 
fleece, around the stitched shape. 
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step two  

Create the Viewing Window 
FleeceðFleece doesnôt ravel, so itôs not necessary to fold 
back the raw edges of the opening. Consequently, any shape 
can be used for the viewing window (heart, circle, star, etc.). 
 

Trace the desired shape onto the right side of the fleece 
using a water-soluble marker. Do NOT remove the shape. 

 

 

step three  

Place the clear vinyl square under the traced area and pin  
in place. Keep pins outside the area that will be exposed in 
the viewing window, as they will leave permanent holes in 
the vinyl. 

 

Tip: Use a foot with a marked center 

line between the toes. 

step four  

Sew around the traced shape made on the fleece fabric,   
sewing through the fleece and the vinyl. 



step six  

Cutting from the front, carefully trim around the inside of the 
stitched shape, through the fleece only, leaving a scant ȧò 
edge. Be careful not to cut into the vinyl or the stitching. 

 
 

Tip: This is a perfect place to use curved applique scissors if you have them. 

step nine  

Fold each flap under to the wrong side of the fabric. Press. 

Eye  Spy Bags 

step seven  

Woven Cotton ðWoven fabrics ravel, so it is necessary to 
finish the edges around the viewing area. 
 

Using a water-soluble marker, draw a 2İò x 3İò rectangle 
on the right side of one fabric rectangle. Draw an X inside 
the rectangle, connecting the corners. Do NOT remove the 
rectangle. 

step eight  

Cut along the diagonal lines of the X. Do NOT remove the 
fabric from inside the X. 

 

Tip: To avoid distortion, lift and press 

rather than sliding the iron side to side. 


